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DIOCESE OF FARIDABAD

Syro-Malabar Catholic Church

21 April 2014
Dear Rev. Fr. Jacob
and the Knanaya Community in Faridabad - Delhi

With the present I would like to formally acknowledge re-
ceipt of your Memorandum dated 28 January 2014, submitted to my
Vicar General Very Rev. Msgr. Sebastian Vadakkumpadan. The sub-
ject matter was to have separate Knanaya parishes within the diocese
of Faridabad - Delhi.

Ever since I took charge as the first Bishop of this new
diocese,  have been cordially receiving you and keenly attending your
queries with utmost pastroal solicitude. Let me reiterate that has been
explained to you in this regard.

Since the creation of the diocese of Faridabad, the Catholic
Church in this capital city is all the more called for maintaining the unity
- unity with other sui iuris Churches and unity within the Syro-Malabar
Church (SMC). It is with this objective in mind, that the recent Joint -
Pastoral Letter was signed so that those SM faithful with the Latin
parishes may be brought under the fold of Faridabad diocese. You
may recall that when I took charge, there were centers in Delhi
organized by different dioceses and having pastoral services for
particular groups. For the sake of unity and communion in the diocese,
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I'have managed to stop all that. Those faithful frequenting such centers
are now part of the parishes of our diocese. In the case of the Knanaya
community,  had permitted to continue the practice of having a ““special
mass’” once a month in Dilsadgarden.

The current position of the universal Church (Holy See) and
of the Syro-Malabar Church and consequently of the diocese of
Faridabad is that the Knanaya Catholics, with their two Bishops are
integral part of the SMC. These two bishops form part of the SMC
Hierarchy and Synod Archbishop Moolakkat is also member of the
Permanent Synod and of many Synodal Commissions.

It has been stated during the recent CBCI by the SM leadership
that the Knanya community is within the SMC and about them an
“inclusive approach’ has to be adopted. In otherwords, at the level of
the CBCI, nowhere in India separate parishes will be allowed outside
(exclusively) the SMC parish for the Knanaya community, that’s against
the inclusive policy. At this CBCI meeting both bishops from the
Archdiocese of Kottayam were present. And they also abide by the
position of the Universal Church, SMC Synod and CBCI.

Outside India, you know well what’s happening wherever such
“exclusive” and endogamous parishes were created - eg. Diocese of
Chicago. They are now instructed by the Holy See not to promote
endogamous parishes within the Catholic Church - and within the SMC.
Recently, in Melbourne during the installation of its first bishop, it was
publically stated that regarding the Knanya Catholic faithful the SMC
leadership has adopted an “inclusive policy.”

In Kalyan, a diocese that exists since 25 years, and where a
good number of Knanites live, no such parish has been created since
25 years. All the Knanaya faithful settled there benefit the pastoral
care of the diocese of Kalyan and at the same time continue their
social and cultural activities within the community.

This inclusive policy, as I understand, is not against having
occasional. Masses exclusively for the Knanaya community. Just like
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in the SMC and its dioceses, such separate Masses are conducted
for Family units anniversary, youth day celebration, etc. In our context,
there is a priest with additional charge of the Knanya community and
occasional masses are celebrated for them. In fact, there is nothing
called “Knanaya Mass and sacraments”. We all follow the same liturgy.
We have the same faith. We are under the same Major Archbishop.

I would earnesly exhort you that you should bring up your
children with the conviction that the Holy Mass and Sacraments
celebrated by a Knanaya priest and a non-Knanaya Catholic Priest is
the same. Otherwise, when they grow up and are in a particular situation
were non Knanaya priest’s service is available, especially in a migrant
background, they will not go for Mass and Sacraments. Is that what
you want? Please for the sake of at least your own children, try to
understand this. By attending, a SM Mass celebrated by a non-
Knanaya priest, they are not losing their Knanaya identity; receiving
sacraments and first communion from a non-Knanaya parish, a
Knanaya is not losing anything. Please do not brain-wash your children
and community and inculcate a feeling of “untouchability”” and antipathy
with the SMC. You are within the Church, not outside. You are part of
the SMC.

About occasional Holy Mass for the Knanaya community on a
Saturday, you may please recall that  have allowed once a month such
a Mass to the Knanaya community. In addition, when there is a particular
celebration, you get permission for special Masses. Before the diocese
was created, other than the monthly Mass, not even one special Mass
was permitted to you and you know very well that even zonal meetings
of the Koodarayogam were not held since three years. 1 permit you
additional masses for special occasions; even for Koodarayogam zonal
meetings, | had allowed you a Mass. You should not underestimate the
fact that wehn only one monthly Mass was allowed, the community was
satisifed with that and it grew up keeping up the unity and identity; that
time communion service were held in the local SM parishes; chuch
support fund was regularly contributed, etc. You were all happy with
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the arrangements made by that time Latin authorities. I wonder then
why now you are changing the position and demanding for exclusive
parishes and do not co-operate with first communion in the SM parishes,
church suppot fund to the SM parishes, etc.

As the bishop of Faridabad I assure you that while
acknowledging your Knanaya identity and traditions, I consider all
the Knanaya faithful as integral part of our diocese and parishes; we
abide by the “inclusive policy” towards the Knanites held by the
Universal Church and the Syro-Malabar Church as well as the CBCI.
With sincere pastoral solicitude, I am concerned with the unity of our
Church and with the sacramental life and faith formation of the Knanaya
community, in particular that of the youth and children. Please try to
cooperate with the policy of the Catholic Church and try to evaluate
what has happened the places where “exclusive” initiatives were
launched. Instead of spending your time and energy for something
that is against the policy of the Church, please utilize them for the
good of your own community and your children.

Wishing you the Risen Lord’s abundant blessings,

Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangara
Diocese of Faridabad - Delhi
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